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A Note From Your Agent:

 AGRICULTURE &
NATURAL RESOURCES

NEWSLETTER

As we are nearing fall we are finalizing details on our Fall and
Winter educational programming.  You will find several upcoming
educational opportunities throughout this newsletter.

We are also offering free hay sampling and testing for the East
Kentucky Hay Contest again this year.  I know a lot of folks say
their hay is not good enough to be in a contest but we are most
interested in you knowing what nutrients are in your hay so that
you are making informed decisions when feeding livestock this
winter.  And this year we all struggled to get hay cut and stored in
a timely manner so of all years this may be the year you definitely
want to test it.  If you want to sign up you can use the QR code on
the flyer in this issue, or call us at the office (606) 845-4641.  We
will come out sometime in the month of September to take
samples.   

We hope to see you at an upcoming program or event!           

April Wilhoit   

Cooperative Extension Service
Fleming County
P.O. Box 192; 1384 Elizaville Rd
Flemingsburg, KY 41041
Office Phone: (606) 845-4641
extension.ca.uky.edu
april.wilhoit@uky.edu
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 Timely Tips
Les Anderson, Extension Professor, University of Kentucky

Spring-Calving Cow Herd
Fescue pastures don’t generally produce much this
month. Some of us have had some rain but the heat
has punished our pastures and cattle this summer.
Most of you may have some forage going into the
usually dry months. Keep rotating pastures to permit
calves to continue gaining weight. Always keep
minerals available.
Bulls should have been removed from the cow herd
by the end of the month. They should be pastured
away from the cow herd with a good fence and
allowed to regain lost weight and condition. It is a
good time to evaluate physical condition, especially
feet and legs. Bulls can be given medical attention
and still have plenty of time to recover, e.g., corns,
abscesses, split hooves, etc. If removing the bull is
not practical for you then call your herd veterinarian
and schedule a pregnancy diagnosis. Market your
“late-bred” cows and keep those that conceived
early in the breeding season.
Repair and improve corrals for fall working and
weaning. Consider having an area to wean calves
and retain ownership for postweaning feeding rather
than selling “green”, lightweight calves. Plan to
participate in CPH-45 feeder calf sales in your area.

Fall-Calving Cows
Dry cows should be moved to better pastures as
calving time approaches. Cows should start calving
next month. Yearling heifers may begin “headstart”
calving later this month. Plan to move cows to
stockpiled fescue for the breeding season, so it will
soon be time to apply nitrogen fertilizer.
Prepare for the fall-calving season (usually
September). Get ready, be sure you have the
following:

record book
ear tags for identification
calf puller
castration equipment

General
Perhaps the most tedious aspect of
agriculture is keeping records, generating
reports, and using data to make management
decisions. Consider using one of the many
electronic data collection and management
systems available on the market. We
recommend Stocket.us for a simple,
inexpensive web/app platform.
Provide shade and water! Cattle will need
shade during the hot part of the day. Check
water supply frequently – as much as 20
gallons may be required by high producing
cows in very hot weather.
Select pastures for stockpiling. Remove cattle
and apply nitrogen when moisture conditions
are favorable. Stockpiled fescue can be
especially beneficial for fall-calving cows after
calving. Reproductive rates are highest in fall-
calving cows grazing stockpiled fescue.
Avoid working cattle when temperatures are
extremely high – especially those grazing
high-endophyte fescue. If cattle must be
handled, do so in the early morning.
Do not give up on fly control in late summer,
especially if fly numbers are greater than
about 50 flies per animal. You can use a
different “type” of spray or pour-on to kill any
resistant flies at the end of fly season.
Keep a good mineral mix available at all
times. The UK Beef IRM Basic Cow-Calf
mineral is a good choice.
Cattle may also be more prone to eat
poisonous plants during periods of extreme
temperature stress. They will stay in “wooded”
areas and browse on plants that they would
not normally consume. Consider putting a roll
of hay in these areas and/or spraying plants
like purple (perilla) mint that can be toxic.
Take soil samples to determine pasture
fertility needs. Fertilize as needed, this fall.



https://forages.ca.uky.edu/events


Make plans to attend upcoming grazing and fencing schools.
Do NOT graze cool-season pastures closer than 3 to 4 inches to
conserve soil moisture and to prevent overheating of the crowns.
If drought conditions limit pasture growth, close off pastures and
feed hay in a sacrifice area.
Graze warm season annuals or perennials to allow cool season
grasses to recover.
After the first good rain in August, seed winter annuals (such as
small grains, ryegrass, crimson clover, and brassicas) for late fall
and early spring grazing.
Plant alfalfa after first good rain in August to allow sufficient size
going into winter and reduce potential for sclerotinia damage.
Consider renovation of cool-season grass pastures that have
thinned.
In mid-August to early September, exclude livestock from pastures
to be stockpiled and apply 60 lb N/A and any need P and K





CAIP EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES- FLEMING COUNTY
ONLINE AT ANYTIME: 

Visit:  https://anr.ca.uky.edu/caip-training for instructions 
Visit:  https://campus.extension.org/enrol/index.php?id=1970 to access
the online training site 

ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES:
Programs listed in this newsletter

CONTACT:  (606) 845-4641 OR APRIL.WILHOIT@UKY.EDU FOR MORE INFO 

**BEGINNING JULY 1, 2025 ONLY UK EXTENSION EVENTS & EDUCATIONAL
PROGRAMS WILL COUNT TOWARDS CAIP EDUCATION***

Pub. Of the Month—Establishing Livestock
Pastures and Hayfields

This new establishment publication will soon be available
through UK Ag. Communications but we wanted to included
some highlights and a link to a preprint version. Whether you
are seeding all or part of a pasture or hayfield, following these
recommendations will increase your chances of success.
Control problem weeds prior to establishment. Weeds should
be controlled during the season prior to establishment. Follow
the reseeding restrictions found on the herbicide label(s) as this
will prevent damage to new seedlings and reduce competition.

Apply needed lime and fertilizer amendments.

Use High –quality seed of an improved variety. . Use a variety
that has been proven to be a top performer under Kentucky
conditions.

Inoculate legume seed. Inoculating legumes with the proper
strain of nitrogen-fixing bacteria helps to ensure optimum
nitrogen fixation.

Use proper seeding rate. Seeding rates will vary by species and whether sown alone or in a mixture.

Plant at the right time. Grasses and clovers can be seeded in either spring or fall. However, cool-
season grasses (Kentucky bluegrass, orchardgrass, timothy, and tall fescue) are most easily
established in the late summer and early fall.

Prepare seedbed and use proper seeding method. Proper establishment requires that seed be planted
at the correct depth, which will vary depending on seed size, and be in good contact with the soil.

Manage post-seeding sod and weed competition. New seedings often fail due to competition from
existing vegetation and newly emerged weeds as the desired seedlings are emerging and
establishing.

Allow the immature seedlings to become established. Allow new stands to become fully established
before putting them back into full use.

For more information go to:
https://forages.ca.uky.edu/sites/forages.ca.uky.edu/files/Establishing%20Livestock%20Pasture
s%20AGR-64%20update%20preprint%20version.pdf

~ authors S. Ray Smith, Jimmy Henning, Chris Teutsch, Stephanie Q. Smith





Hay Testing Even More Important in 2025
Dr. Chris Teutsch, UK Research and Education Center at Princeton

In many parts of Kentucky first cutting hay was delayed. Although yields were good, forage
quality is another story. As the grass plant reaches maturity (gets mature seed) yield goes
up, but quality decreases (Figure 1). This year we were on the right side of
this figure, good yield but lower quality. We have already
 got our hay testing results back from the lab for our
 first cutting and that is exactly what they show 
(Table 1).

I wish we could have been more timely in our hay
harvest this spring but weather conditions were
just not conducive to dry hay harvest. In fact,
weather records indicate that we are seeing a
trend toward fewer baling days in May (baling
day = 3 curing days + 1 harvest day). It is just
getting tougher to be timely with our first cutting
harvested as dry hay. So, the question becomes
what do we do? The list of practical solutions is
short; in fact, there is really one viable alternative
and that is baleage. High quality baleage can be
made with a curing window as short as 2 days
(one day to mow and wilt and a second day to bale
and wrap). This provides more opportunities to
harvest at the correct stage of maturity (late boot to
early head).

Hay Testing Even More Important in Wet Years
In years like this one, hay testing becomes even more important. Since most of Kentucky’s
first cutting hay was put up at an advanced stage of maturity, testing is going to be a critical
part of making sure that we meet the nutrient requirements of our cows this winter. The single
most important factor impacting rebreeding in cow herds is body condition at calving. To
design an effective supplementation program for our lower quality hay we must know what
the quality it. If you have never tested your hay, this is the year to start!

Figure 1. As plant maturity
increases, yield increases and
forage quality (digestibility and

crude protein) decreases.
The single most important factor

impacting forage quality is
stage of maturity at harvest.



Lightning Safety 
By Derrick Snyder - National Weather Service Paducah, KY

While the risk for severe thunderstorms that produce tornadoes, large hail, and damaging
winds is greatest during the spring across most of the country, the dangers of lightning can
occur during all times of the year. Every year, hundreds of people are seriously injured from
lightning strikes. The good news is that lightning deaths have trended downward in recent
years thanks to greater preparedness and education. However, numerous people are still
killed every year. Looking at the statistics for lightning fatalities, the majority of lightning
deaths occurred while people were doing outdoor activities. 

The deadliest activity when it comes to lightning strikes is fishing, followed by beach going,
boating, camping, farming/ranching, riding bikes/motorcycles/ATVs, roofing, gathering
outside, working construction, walking to a vehicle, yardwork, and playing soccer or golf. If
you are caught outside during a thunderstorm, remember that there is no safe place outside
from lightning. If a thunderstorm is occurring or nearby, seek shelter inside a sturdy enclosed
structure. A hard-topped vehicle can also provide good shelter.
Keep these things in mind when it comes to lightning safety:

1.Your chances of being struck by lightning depend on how you react when storms are in
the area.

2.Remember: “When Thunder Roars, Go Indoors!” If you can hear thunder, you are close
enough to be struck by lightning!

3.The threat of lightning increases as a storm approaches, peaks when it is overhead, and
gradually diminishes as it moves away.

4.Many people wait too long to get to a safe place and then go back outside too soon
before the threat is over. Wait about 30 minutes after you hear the last rumble of thunder
to return outside. 





Now is the time to prepare for stockpiling fescue pastures.
Simply follow the guidelines:
Choose a strong tall fescue sod in a field that is well drained.
To get the maximum yield response to nitrogen applications
you will need a healthy stand of tall fescue. Choosing a field
that is well-drained will help to ensure that the stockpile can be
grazed with minimal pugging damage during the wet winter
months.

Clip pastures that will be stockpiled to 3-4 inches prior to
applying nitrogen. Clipping pastures removes old growth and
increases the forage quality of the stockpiled grass.
Apply 60-80 lb of nitrogen per acre in mid-August to early-
September. Applying nitrogen too early can stimulate warm-
season grass growth in pastures, while applying nitrogen too
late decreases dry matter yield. When applying nitrogen in
early to mid-September, decrease application rates to 40-60
lb/A.

Allow growth to accumulate until mid-December before grazing.
If limited grazing is available, feed hay during late summer and
fall to allow pastures to stockpile.

Graze stockpiled pastures that contain legumes first. Legumes deteriorate at faster rate than grass
and should be grazed first to minimize losses.

Strip graze tall fescue to maximize grazing days. Ideally, allocating only enough stockpiled grass for
2-3 days will increase grazing days per acre by 30 to 40%. However, if you work off the farm, it may
make more sense to allocate 7 days of grass. This would allow you move fences on days off.

Frost seed legumes on grazed areas. Closely grazed stockpile provides an excellent opportunity to
establish legumes in grass dominated pastures. Broadcasting the seed as the pasture is being
grazed can enhance soil-seed contact and increase overseeding success.

~Excerpt of article by Dr. Chris Teutsch for the July issue of Cow County News. For the full article go
to the website:

https://issuu.com/cowcountrynews/docs/2407cowc-a or go to the stockpiling publication on the UK
Forage Website: http://www.ca.uky.edu/agc/pubs/agr/agr162/agr162.pdf

Pub of the Month: Stockpiling for Fall Grazing



Our office will be closed 
November 23 & 24 

to celebrate the 
Thanksgiving Holiday! 
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September 1 | Deadline to sign up for Hay Sampling 
September 23 | BQCA | Fleming Co. Ext. Office | 8:30AM 
September 23 | BQCA | Fleming Co. Ext. Office | 6:00PM
September 25 | Rinse & Return | Fleming Co. Ext. Office | 10:00AM
September 30 | BQCA | Fleming Co. Ext. Office | 11:00AM 
October 2 | Farm School #1 | Fleming Co. Ext. | 6:00PM
October 9 | Farm School  #2 | Fleming Co. Ext. | 6:00PM 
October 16 | Farm School  #3 | Fleming Co. Ext. | 6:00PM 
October 23 | Farm School  #4 | Fleming Co. Ext. | 6:00PM
November 7 | Barnyard Theater | Straub Elem. | 6:00PM 

Important Dates 

Fleming County Extension Office
1384 Elizaville Rd, PO Box 192
Flemingsburg, KY 41041-0192
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